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EceLEs. VIII. 2. 


F Counſel thee to keep the King's Command. 
bh and that in regard of the Oath of 
1 | 


| . HEN we look back on the unnatur- 
al Rebellion we ſaw ſet on foot the 
4 | laſt Year, and reflect that many 
WIT were — 2 engaged in it that 
bad ſworn to the Government, 
| whilſt greater Numbers under the 
ſame Obligations countenanc'd and abetted it, and 
ſhew*d a diſpoſition to joyn in it aſſoon as opportu- 
nity ſhow'd offer; when we find Men 3 
by diſaffected Perſons to take the Oaths only that 
they may be the better able to betray the Govern- 
ment they have ſworn to, and Diſtinctions propa- 
gated amongſt them to leſſen their Aw of thoſe 
moſt Sacred Obligations; and. whilſt we may ill 
obſerve the ſame reſtleſs and rebellious Spirit at 
work to alienate the Affections of the People from 
his moſt Sacred, Majeſty King GEORGE, and to 
diſpoſe them in defiance of their moſt ſolemn En- 
gagements by Oath to him, to attempt on the firſt 


coc 
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occaſion to overthrow his Government, and place 
on his Throne a Popiſh. Pretender; I Rp, When 
we conſider theſe things, it cannot be elteem'd 


-unſeaſonable to conſider the nature an oben ati 
of an Oath, and to put eve one n orn 


to his Majeſty in mind, with What u firm uncl la- 
ſting band they have bound themſelves to live in 
Subſection and Obedience to his Majeſty, and to 
maintain and ſupport his Authority over theſe 
Nations. And this I ſhall do from the advice of 
the wite Man here in the Text. I counſel thee to 
keep the Rings Commandment, and that int regard of 
the Oath of Gea. EV 

By keeping the King's Commandment here is 
meant, living in "_ to his Laws, and Go- 
vernment. The Kit Hal werk, as appears, 
by many Paffage: 9 5 Hiftory of Hlie O14 Tee 
ment abſdlute Princes, and there ſingle Authors 
gave tlie function of a Law to Whatever 
pleagd to emoyn: So that with them the King's 
Commandment was the {ame as the Laws of that 
Country. Burt as it can never he 'd tlie In- 
tention of any Prince, whatever' Oaths 'of | Alle- 
giance he exats from his People, to bind them 
under the pain of Perjury to perform every rhe 
leaſt tittle o the Laws by him publith'd, and as 
1H 1 Agri the Ends wth Gove 
that Subjects in the mam Ge the. Laws, and 
you ſubmit to the Puniſhments enatted for the 
Tranfgreffors of any of them, and aſſiſt cdu Go- 
vernment where there is occation to puniſh on- 
tumacious Offenders, the Whole of berpimg the 
King's Comttandment, as it is here preit by the 


WI 
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wiſe Man for: fear of breaking the Oath of God; 
can amount to no more than being a quiet and 
loyal Subject, ſubmitting to and ſupporting the 
Authority of the Prince over us, tho not in every 
point of leſſer conſequence exacthy complying witii 
the Commands of Our Superiors. 

As the Oath of God, which Solomon puts them 
in mind of to ſhew them the neceſſity of being 
good Subjects, muſt have anfwer'd to what we 
call the Oath of Allegiance, and the other Oaths to 
the Government; we may obſerve, that how grie- 
vous foever an impoſition ſome People may at pre-- 
ſent efteem all Oaths to the Government, yet the. 
exacting ſuch Oaths was a practiſe as antient as 
the days of King Soluman, which is near 3000 Years 
R 
which we have an ries re bi 
from the earlieſt = 
And poſſibly of the Oath of God here menti- 
or'd, confidering the attempt Adonijah had made 
to have ſeiz d on the Throne, and: that after his 
Death Solomon had ftill-ſeveral elder Brothers alive, 
one part might be what anfwers to our Abjurati- 


- The wiſe Man in order to perfwade Men to 

d an of Government 
in general, the happineſs private Perſon re- 
ties attending all violent alterations of Govern- 
ment, the returns of Gratitude owing for the Pro- 
tection we enjoy under our Governours, and va- 
riety of other Arguments to diſpoſe Men to a 

Fell: 4 «l PEACCT-- 


8 A SERMON Prea d at the 
peaceable Submiſſion to thoſe whom God has ſet 
over them; but he contents himſelf to admoniſh 
them that they had ſworn to be obedient to them, 
and had thereby laid on themſelves the greateſt 
and moſt binding Obligation that was known a- 
mongſt Men: And if in the Verſes after the Text 
he puts them in mind of the Power with which 
Princes are velted, and the evil Things or Puniſh- 
ments they might feel for their diſobedience, it is 
no doubt on account of thoſe Men of no Conſci- 
ence, whom the Fear of God wou'd not influence, 
and whom he wou'd therefore move by tlie dread 
of what they might ſuffer from Men for their re- 
bellious Prattiſes 379) | 
To this latter ſort of Perſons I ſhall not at pre- 
ſent addreſs my ſelf; but only to fuch who profeſs 
the beleif of a God and a Providence, and who 
wou'd be thought to have ſome regard to the 
dictates of their Conſcience in what they;do, and 
ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy as many of tliem as have 
already taken, or ſhall hereafter take tlie Oaths to 
the Government; of Ong they have laid 
on themſelves to behave themſelves quietly and 
peaceably under the preſent Eſtabliſhment; and 
becauſe evil meaning Perſons have been very indu- 
ſtrious in ſpreading ſuch Notions as may puzzle 
weak and unſettled Minds about the 2 and 
obligation of thoſe Oaths 1 I ſhall 
conſider thoſe Pretenſes by forme advanc'd! to re- 
leaſe Men from their Oaths, and ſhew the 'weak- 
nes of them. i To cen 903 dem 
And to this end I ſhall in the following diſcourſe 
obſerve this Metliod,: 199 fy 0000 G90! 
$9824 - I. I ſhall 
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. 1 e eld che Sacred Obligation of 


n Oath in general, and of the Daths x to 
e nee ; Zulbuid 
— 6179001 
1 ſhall Satte, the Merce dan 
by ſome for breaking the Oaths they have 
taken to tlie Government. And 


m 1 ſhall conſider the Scandal and ill Con- 
ſequences of ſuch a Praiſe as ren 
0 1 n d e u as A 

{had 22 1 ſhall conſider the Sacred Obligart, 
on. of an Oath in general, and of the Oaths to 
the Government i in particular. 

And here it may not he amiſs to explain the 
nature and deſign of an Oath, that we may the 
better be : convinc'd of the Hacrednef o the 
r e quan | 

An Oath is a us Act in which we cal 
on God to be a Witne and Obſerver of what 
weare fay 1 and an n us if wo Gl 
of Truth 

An Oath n which we de- 
clare ſoniethin to the beſt of our Knowledge 
to be true, or Promiſſory, in which we engage 
to perform ſomething or abſtain from ſomerhing 
© thetbeſt of our Fower [1 377 2 nk 

And every Oath is deſign'd. as a ſecurity: to 
the Ker r 3 that 

914 93111 FOR We 


\ 


1 
1 
' 
1 


— —— — —— — - 


2 —S * - 
— 1 
— —— ͤ ͤͤFꝗTÄ—äõ . e ˙¹mm ˙ w . —˙ ˙* 


2 — ww 


4 


— 2 — 


——— - < . ⏑‚—5— . 


— — We 


2 — N 
12 2 
Z rr 


x0 AS: E RM 0 N Preachd at the 
we ſpeak Truth in what we fay, and will faith- 
fully perform what we promiſdd. 
Now the Scripture repreſents {wearing as 
binding a Bond upon the Soul, which obliges 
us to performance, Numbers xxx. 2. If a Man 
vow a Vow unto the Lord, or ſwear an Oath to lund 
his Soul with a Bond, he ſhall not break his Word, 
he ſhall do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
Mouth. Thus our Saviour gives an account of 
3 of 755 Nr 0 . de thats v.33. 
Thou (halt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform 
unto 1 Lord thy Oaths. And: the . of 
God upon perjur'd Perſons is deſcrib'd, Zech; v. 
4. By the Curſe of God as a flying Roll entering in- 
to the houſe of him that ſi veareth falſh by his Name, 
and remaining in the midſt of his houſe, and conſu- 
ming it with the Timber: thereof and the. Stones 
thereof. 13D Bis Ft | 
Thus we ſee from the Scripture the Obli 
tion God has laid on us to perform our Oa 
and the exterminating Judgment with which 
he threatens thoſe who break them. But before 
I quit this head, I ſhall obſerve the great Obli- 
tion of an Oath, in theſe ſeveral Views; as 
it is a moſt Solemn religious Act, as it is the 
higheſt Tye of Honour, and as it is the firmeſt 


And 1. We ſhall conſider the Obligation of 
an Oath, as it is a moſt Solemn religious Act. 
It is on this account that embracing the true 
Religion is repreſented. in the Prophets by ſmear- 
| ms 
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to the Lord, Iſa. xix. 18. Is that day ſbull froe' 
2 in the Land of Egypt ſpeak the language of 
Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts, And the 
Prophet Zephaniah expreſſes the joyning the 
worſhip of Idols with the worſhip of the true 
God, chap. i. 5. By ſwearing by the Lord, and 
ſwearing by Malcham. And indeed every Oath 
implies our belief of a God, and that he knows 
what we are doing, and is able and diſpos'd to 
puniſh us if we fallify, and is a Solema invoca- 
tion of him to exert theſe his Perfections to our 
t hurt or ruine, if we any ways deceive in 
our Oath. But now a Man who hath theſe O- 1 
pinions of the Deity, and thus calls for the di- 1 
vine Vengeance to light on his head if he deal 8 
any uy untruly with the Perſon he ſwears to, 
lays on himſelf the higheſt Obligations to Truth 
and Sincerity, that *tis poſſible for humane Na- 
ture to invent. And he that cannot be bound 
faſt by the dread of an all-knowing, all-power- 
ful and juſt God, is incapable of giving any far- 
ther religious Security on which he may be 


2. Let us conſider the Obligation of an Oath, | 
4s it is the higheſt Tye of Honour. [ 
And I the rather mention this, becauſe it l 
is to be fear'd there are too many who ſit ſo 
looſe to Religion, as not to be much influenc'd 
by the fear of God, who wou'd however ſet up 
for Men of nice Honour. Now even here an 
Oath is the greateſt " any Man can lay on 
2105 - himſelf 
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himſelf in point of Honour. There is no 
doubt, every Aſſertion of ours ſhou'd. be made 
in Truth, and every Promiſe by which we 
paſs any right to another ſhouw'd be faithfully 
performed, whether they are confirm'd with 
an Oath or no: And a Man of true Honour 
will be true to his Word, tho?! he has not 
{worn to it. But ſtill in all Tranſactions with. 
Men, the greater ſeriouſneſs. we put on in 
what we are doing, and the more deſirous we. 
expreſs our ſelves to be rely'd on by them, the- 
greater Obligation are we underſtood to lay. 
on opr ſelves, and the more is our Honour 
engaged not to deceive thoſe with, whom we 
are concern'd. But now there is nothing in 
our intercourſe with one another that requires 
more ſeriouſneſs, nothing by \which we are 
more likely to prevail With others to depend 
on us than an Oath, and therefore nothing can 
as us more in point of Honour: Since the 
bligation in point of Honour does not depend 
upon what Opinion we have of the Security. 
we have given another, but in the Confidence 
= have — rais'd in IA that 
ey may de on our Veracity ice. 
And A 7 as this View of the higheſt 
Tye of Honour a. Man can bind himſelf with, 
and the juſt Reproach attending the . Breach. 
f it from his own. Mind as well as others, 
that ſeveral Heathens ſpeak; with the greateſt 
feverity of the Obligation of an Oath, who by 
their Writings ſeem to have had no great No- 
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tions of God's puniſhing Offenders either in this 


3. Let us conlider the Obligation of an 
Oath, as it is the firmeſt Bond of Publick So- 
ciety. And as ſuch it has been eſteem'd and 
us'd by Mankind from the moſt early Ages, 
in Virtue of its being the higheſt Obligation 
in Conſcience and Honour that any one cou'd 
lay on himſelf. 7 10 0b 

Under this Head, I ſhall not go about to 
reckon up the great Bleſſings Mankind enjoy 
from Publick Societies or Governments being 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt them; but I ſhall only 
juſt obſerve that the Strength of ſuch Socie- 
ties conſiſts in the concurring Aſſiſtance every 
Member gives to the Publick, and that no- 
ſuch Aſſiſtance can be expected, where there 
is not a mutual Confidence both between the 
Members themſelves, and between them and 
their Head. Particular Members will be 
more backward to aſſiſt their Governours, 
where they fear the reſt are withdrawing their 
Aſſiſtance from them, which may end in their 
ruins that try to ſupport them. Nor will 
they be forward to ſtrengthen the Hands of 
a Prince, from whom they may fear that he 
may imploy that Strength they give him 
their damage. And again, it is natural for 
— —_— — 
keeping un or C teading their People, 
where they are. jealous. that they are diſpos'd 

ol , to. 
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to withdraw their Obedience, or more ready 
to joyn with the Enemy than to defend them. 
ſelves againſt them. But now, wherever there 
are any ſuch Jealouſies in a Society, there it's 
Strength for want of Union is but ſmall, and 
with the increaſe of ſuch Miſunderſtandings, 
the Ruine of the whole is endangered. To 
prevent this, and to give a Compact Strength 
and Firmneſs to Governments, it has been 
the Prudence of well conſtituted Eſtates, that 
the Prince ſhowd by Oath bind himſelf to 
Defend, and with Juſtice Govern his People 
and the People by Oath bind themſelves to 
Obey and Support the Prince: And as an 
Oath is the higheſt Security that can be given 
amongſt Men, by theſe means a mutual Con- 
fidence and Truſt has been endeavoured to be 
ſettled in Governments, ſo that the Prince 
— depend on the Subjection of the People, 
and the People on Protection and Juſtice from 
the Prince, and that their Fellow - Subjects will 
as readily concurr to ſupport his Authority as 
themſelves. ene 

Where this happy Confidence is rais'd be- 
tween a Prince and his People, there Peace 
and Quiet flouriſh within, and ſuch a Nation 
has an inward Strength not- to- be deſpiſed 
Abroad. But now we have ſeen that it is by 
Prince and People Keeping their reſpective 
Oaths, and being perſuaded of their mutual 


Faith that ſuch an Happineſs can be procur'd. 
And which ever Side firſt breaks GT 
ſets 
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fets a bad Example, which may be too ſoon 
follow'd by the other, to the weakening, if 
not ruining of them both. And the moſt. 
likely Method to have all keep their reſpective 
Oaths, is to be fully ſatisfy'd of the great Ob- 
ligation every one lies under to keep what he 
has ſworn, not only out of his Duty to- God, 
and Point of Honour, but out of Love to the 
Society he belongs to. And every Man who 
endeavours to- looſen the Obligation of Oaths 
in general, is at the ſame time an Enemy to 
his Countrey, and promotes its Ruine: by 
undermining that mutual Truſt and Confi- 
dence, which is the great Cement of Govern- 
ment, the Srength of both Prince and People: 
But now of all Oaths uſually taken by Men, 
thoſe relating to the Government are the moſt 
ſolemnly Adminiſtred, are the moſt important 
Affair our Honour is concern'd in, and are of 
that immediate 8 to the Publick 
Society we belong to, that the advancing any 
Doctrines to encourage the Breach of them, 
is an endeavour to cancel the higheſt Obliga- 
tions of Conſcience and Honour, and muſt be 
more directly fatal to Society than the encou- 
raging the Breach of any other Oaths whatſo- 
ever. . 
ruflciemiy fle) us of the grear Obligations 
ciently ſatisfy us great Obligations 
we lye Tatts to keep the Oath- of God we 


have taken to our King. But the Enemies of 
our Government haue endeavour'd- to find 
ſome Pretences that may elude the force of 


tlioſe. 
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thoſe Obligations we have laid our ſelves un- 
der by our Oaths, and tis the Buſineſs of 


my A644 


IId. Head, To conſider che pretences ad- 
vanc'd by ſome ſor breaking the Oaths 
they have taken to the Government. 


They don't deny the great Obligations Men 
are laid under by having taken an Oath, but 
they try to advance ſuch Pretences as may 
perſuade weak People to look on themſelves 
as at liberty from thoſe Obligations. 

Now the moſt material Pretenſe they ad- 
vance, and which I ſhall therefore take No- 
tice of in the firſt place, is that the Oaths to 
the Government are in themſelves Unlawful, 
and therefore cannot bind the Conſcience : 
Since no Man by taking an Oath can alter 
the nature of his Duty to God, ſo as to make 
that become lawful or neceſſary to him which 
was before forbidden by the Law of God, and 
therefore he that keeps ſuch an Oath, fins 
doubly. firſt in taking ſuch an Oath, and ſe- 
condly in performing what was ſinful, upon 
pretenſe of having ſworn to do it. 

Now the full and direct Anſwer to this, 
wou'd be to ptove the Lawfulneſs of our pre- 
| ſent Eſtabliſhment, but as this wou'd 
; me in a greater 7 of Diſoourſe than 

preſent Occaſion will permit, and as this has 
been done to the ſatisfaction . 
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by much abler Hands, I ſhall refer you to 
their Labours to ſhew you how unreaſonable 
this Plea is. 

But beſides, I ſhall not paſs from this Head, 
without making ſome Obſervations that may 
be pertinent to our Purpoſe. 


And 1. Where a Man has taken an Oath 
to do any thing, it is not any little ſcruple or 
uncertainty about its being Lawful that can 
authorize his breaking his Oath, but it con- 
cerns him to have a full Conviction upon a 
calm and unprejudiced Examination, that the 
Matter of the Oath is Unlawful : Otherwiſe, 
he wilfully runs the hazard of Perjury, which 
he cannot but own he is guilty of, if after 
all his Doubts, the Matter of his Oath is in 
it ſelf Lawful. 


2. If ſubmitting to the preſent Settlement 
be in it ſelf Unlawful, it muſt either be, be- 
cauſe our Jr Settlement is contrary to 
ſome expreſs Law of God, or. contrary to ſome 
ſuch Humane Conſtitution, the breach of 
which cannot be comply'd with without 
Sin. | 
Now, I may defy any Man to aſſign an 
ſuch Texts as — Lorna any. thing 4 
bout who have a Right to be our Governours, 
or ſettled any Method of Succeſſion in the ſe- 
veral Wag oem 1 1 the Mb n On * 
contrary, a e places, which are m 
C urg'd 
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urg'd by the Adverſaries of our Eſtabliſhment, 
preſs ſubjection to the Powers that be, and to 

thoſe that are ſet over us, without directin 
us to enquire into the Title, by which they 
exerciſe Rule over us, or giving us any Stan- 
dard to judge of that Title by, and conſe- 
quently they as much enforce Obedience to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, as they can have done 
to any Princes that were before on the Throne 
of theſe Kingdoms. | 
If then the Unlawfulneſs. of our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment is put upon its being contrary 
to the fixt and unalterable Conſtitution of our 
Countrey, it ought evidently to be made out, 
that there never have been any Alterations in. 
our Succeſſion of Kings as to the Proximity 
of Blood, or that when ſuch have been made 
by the Eſtates of this Realm, they have been 
always eſteem'd Illegal and Invalid: The con- 
trary of both Which we are aſſur'd is true 
from thoſe beſt verſt in the Hiſtory and Laws. 
of our Countrey. But it this were made out, 
it ought likewiſe to be fully proved, that the 
ſubmitting to the Alteration of a: Fundamental 
Part of any Conſtitution, owing its Original 
purely to Humane Authority, if our preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment could be ſhewn to be ſuch an Altera- 
tion, is contrary to the Law of God, and there- 
by a Sin. For they are two very different Conſi- 
derations, . whether they who have made a 
Change at any time in any Government have 
done Ill or well, or whether Submiſſion to ſuch: 
Change 


4 


Aires at Kingſton in Surrey. 19 
Change when made be lawful; ſince it 4s 


A upon à Suppoſition that ſuch Submiſſion 
cy fon 4 the Law of God, that the 


Oaths to 5 2 Government can in themſelves 


be unlawful. © 

3. Some may put the unlawfulneſs of the 
preſent. Oaths not upon their being in them- 
ſelves unlawful, dis y 5 their being incon- 
ſiſtent with the Oaths rmerly taken to King 
James II. and his Heirs. 

On which I wou'd obſerve; That this to 
the greater part of the N ation can be of no 
Validity, becauſe the greater ok now living 
never took any Oaths to King James. Again, 
whatever could be ſuppoſed perſonally bind- 
ing to him in thoſe Oaths, is long ſince ex- 
tinct by bis Death. And as to his Heirs, they 


are every ones Heirs, whether Prince or Sub- 


ject, whom the Laws rk to be ſuch; and 
conſequently the Houſe of Hanover having 
been call'd to the Succeſſion of this Crown 
by the Laws, are become his Legal Heirs, 
and therefore Submiſſion to them is due in 
Virtue of thoſe. very -'Oaths objected againſt 
them. Again, all Government Oaths being 
deſign'd for the Peace and Welfare of tlie 
Community, can never oblige any one to pur. 
ſue its Diſturbance and Ruine, and- can bind 
no longer than the Legiſlature continue their 
Obligation; and whenever the Legiſlature, 
for the Security of the whole, think fit to abro- 

e thoſe Oaths and appoint new ones in 

ir place, the former loſe their whole Ob- 


C 2 ligation, 
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ligation, and the latter become obligatory 
in their ſtead : Their Power to releaſe Sub- 
jets. from their former Oaths, being the ſame 
as. any private Perſon has to releaſe another 
from any Promiſe or Oath made to him for 
his Advantage, which as Affairs have after- 
wards took a turn, wou'd, if performed, turn 
to. his Detriment or Ruine. And a Man 
may with the ſame Reaſon and Juſtice inſiſt 
upon performing his Engagement to his Friend, 
tho? he intreat him to forbear it, as reſolve 
to ſtand by thoſe publick Oarhs which have 
been repealed by the Legiſlature. 

But before 1 quit this Pretenſe of the un- 
lawfulneſs of the Oaths. to the Government, I 
{hall beg leave to conſider the different Cafes 
of Perſons who think thus of the Govern- 
ment Oaths ; Now either they are fully per- 
ſuaded that the Oaths to the Government are 
unlawful, or they only entertain ſome Doubts 
or Scruples, about them. Again, of the for- 
mer, ſome were thus fully perſuaded before 
they took the Oaths, whilſt others have been 
brought to believe them unlawful, who when 
they took them had no. doubt of their lawful- 
neſs. x 55 

And 1. I ſhall conſider the caſe of thoſe 
who believed the Oaths unlawful at the very 
time when. they took them. | 

The Caſe of theſe Men is deplorable, as 
having been guilty of a wilful deliberate Perjury 
at the very inſtant of their taking the * 
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And did Men retain any ſerious Belief of a 
God and a Judgment. to come, it muſt be ve- 
ry ſhocking to them ſolemnly to call on God 
as an Avenger on their Souls if they fail in 
what at the ſame time they eſteem unlaw ful, 
and therefore purpoſe never to perform. 
And if any ſuch have been drawn into fo 
black a Sin, by any pretended DireQors of 
their Conſciences encouraging them to Swear, 
becauſe the Oath cou'd not bind, as bein 
in it ſelf unlawful ; I wiſh they wou'd reflect 
on the Snare thus laid for their Souls, and 
have a care for the future how they ſuffer 
themſelves to be any longer led by ſuch 
blind Guides, who if they go on in ſuch 
Wicked Practices, muſt together with ſuch 
blind Followers, fall into the Pit of Deſtruction. 

2. Let us conſider the Caſe of thoſe who 
have been. brought to believe that the Govern- 
ment Oaths are unlawful ſince their taking 
them. 

The Caſe of theſe Men is much better than: 
of thoſe before,. becauſe theſe: took . the Oaths 
with a Conſcience perſuaded of the lawfulneſs 
of what they were then doing, whilſt the o- 
thers were at that time perjur'd. But as they 
are ſince likewiſe fully perſuaded of their un- 
lawfulneſs, they as well as the former ſhowd' 
repent of the Evil they have done in reſpect 
of the preſent Dictates of their Conſcience. 

But. I have ſomewhat to offer to both theſe: 
And 1. As the Oaths are deſign'd as a Security 

to 
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to the Goverament, that they may depend on 
the Loyalty of thoſe who take them; when 
Men come to be perſuaded, thoſe Oaths on 
account of their unlawfulneſs no longer bind 
them, they ought in Conſcience and Honour, 
at leaſt to fling up thoſe Places they poſſeſs in 
Virtue of having taken the Oaths. In tranſ- 
actions betwixt private Perſons, we ſhould judge 
him to act baſely by a third Perſon, who after 
having engaged himſelf po him, and being de- 
pended on by him, ſhou'd deſign to perform 
nothing of what he had undertook without gi- 
ving the other notice beforehand, that he might 
lay out other Meaſures according to the nature 
ot the Affair. 

2. Both theſe ſhou'd remember that their 
'Oaths oblige them to perform as much as they 
believe to be lawful of what they have iworn. 
And I mention this becauſe we ſhou'd be a 
much more quiet and eaſy Nation, if every one 
would go as far in ſubmitting to the Govern- 
ment as they think in Conſcience they may. 

There are ſome who have no ſeruple about 
the Promiſſory part of the Oath relating to the 
Allegiance to be paid King GEORGE, bur 
think they have done ill in the Abjuring part 
relating to the Pretenders having no Right to 
theſe Realms. Whilſt they think fo, they have 
indeed done ill in taking the Abjuration Oath, 
but the Oath of Allegiance is never the leſs 
binding to them, becauſe they rook at the fame 
time another Oath which they eſteem unlaw- 


1 


Aires at Kingſton in Surrey. 23 
; and therefore ſuch ſhou'd remember that 
— are * by what they themſelves count 
a Rofl Oath to be true an good Subjects to 
his 2 Majeſty. 
, there are ſome who think they y-may. 
Heel aſſiſt againſt the Pretender by bear- 
— Arms againſt him, Oc. but are fully c 
ſwaded they may with a ſafe Conſcience li 
quietly. an nſively under their — 
Governours, without endeavouring to diſturb 
or depoſe them; let ſuch remember that the 
Oaths they have taken to the Government o- 
blige them at. leaſt fo far, as to pay ſo much 
Allegiance as conſiſts in living peaceably under 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment. And if the greateſt 
part of the Nation wou'd but go thus far, it 
would pretty well anſwer the Ends of preſer-- 
ving the Publick Peace. 

3. Both theſe that are fully perſuaded of 
the unlawfulneſs of the Government Oaths, ; 
and thoſe who have ſcruples in tharAfair,ſhowd 
— = that the obeying i ur ta Gor 
nours is ſo neceſſary a Bur m 
ons in — tha — are in actual Po wy | 
ſeſſion of the Authority over us, are fo ht 
both by the Laws of God and Man, that the 

22 bp — 
ought to be c cogent; where 
Men have farther laid on themſelves the Obli- 
gation of an Oath, it is not a little evaſion, or 
ſurmiſe, or probability, that can cancel fo Sa- 
cred a Band, but it ought to be a full and con-- 

vincing 
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vuoincing Demonſtration that the matter of ſuch 


Oath 1s in it ſelf unlawful, that ſhou'd give a 


2 Man the boldneſs to Act in contempt of it. 


Since our Opinions or Miſtakes where they fall 
ſhort of invincible Error make no alteration in 


©. our--Duty, fo as to make that no Sin which 


__ wou'd-atherwile be ſo. | 

_ +. Befor#then they can ſit down with any juſt 
quiet of Mind in their diſloyalty to the preſent 
Government, they ought to be able to reflect 
that they have endeavour'd to gain the beſt 
light they cou'd in fo weighty an Affair, that 
they have us'd the beſt reaſon God has given 
them, and have done the utmoſt to lay aſide all 
Prejudice, Party, and Affection, in the Judg- 
ment they have made. For till they have 
done ſo, whatever they may think about the 
unlawfulneſs of the Oaths to the Government, 
they are going on in a courſe of Sin. 

But where Men have had no ſcruples in a 
former Reign about thoſe Oaths which could 
not be lawtul, if the Oaths to the preſent Go- 
vernmentare unlawful; and where their ſcruples 


. - begunasthey loſt Preferment or the hopes of it, 


and E I as a blind deny by: 2 own Par- 
y, and a furious Envy a ice againſt the 
| — Side: viſibly increagd 1n them ; the 
may without much trouble be ſatisfy'd that their 
Opinions about the unlawfulneſs of the Oaths 
they have taken, are not owing to any ſuch Prin- 
ciple as will ever juſtify their breach of them in 


the ſight of God. 
rand After 


faid in the beginning of this Head, there Will 
be no occaſion for ſaying any thing more to 


thoſe who are got no farther than to doubt about | 


the lawfulneſs of the Oaths, to 
The Second Pretence advanc'd for. Men's 
breaking thro? the Oaths they have taken to the 


Government is, that they are forc'd Oaths, and 


conſequently of no Obligation. | R 

Now the force us'd on this occaſion is, as 
they fay, that if they refuſe the Oaths, they 
{hall loſe their Places, or fall under ſuch Inca- 
pacities or Penalties of the Law, or at leaſt be 


mark'd out from their Neighbours. 


But 1. Suppoſe by refuſing the Oaths they 


incur ſome great inconvenience, this is no other 


than what Men very often ſuffer in the courſe 


ol humane Affairs by acting with a ſteady ho- 
neſty, and performing their Duty where the 
Government is no ways concern'd, and 75 it 
never was pretended by any reaſonable Man, 
that to avoid ſuch damage Men might ſwerve 
from their Duty. And indeed the Praiſe as 
well as Difficulty of Virtue conſiſts in the fore- 
going ſome preſent Pleaſure or Advantage ra- 
ther than tranſgreſs the Law of Gd. 
2. If the preventing ſuch damages can can- 
cel the Obligations of an Oath, it muſt do the 
ſame in Private Matters as well as Publick ; 
and on this Principle a Man may without Sin 
ſwear falſly in a Court of Equity, where, his 


anſwering the Truth moon Oath may very 1 
* eſſen 
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After what I have now ſaid, and what was. 
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11 his Subſtance, or poſſibly quite ruine his 
ate. | | 
3- It is very ſtrange that the Government by 
adding a Penalty as a ſanction to any Law it 
makes, ſhou'd thereby give a right to the Sub- 
ject to uſe the moſt. wicked Means to elude that 
Law; that the requiring a Man to ſwear under 
ſuch a Forfeiture ſhou'd directly authorize Per- 
jury. At this way of Proceeding it mult be e- 
Jually lawful to ſuborn Witneſſes to clear a 
from any Crime of which if he is convi- 
Qed the Law has appointed ſome ſevere Pu- 
niſhment to be ſuffer d. Whereas indeed the 
very eſſence of Government conſiſts in a power 
of directing the Governed what to do, and of 
threatening and inflicting ſuch Puniſhment, 
where thoſe Directions are not comply'd with, 
as they ſhall judge proper. And the queſtion 
here is not what Damage may be ſuffer'd by 
not ſwearing, but whether thoſe who require 
ſuch Oaths have any Power to do it. | 
But 4. As theſe People wou'd have the ſub- 
mitting tothe preſent Government to he juſt like 
ſubmitting to a party of Robbers. in a place 
where no Aſſiſtance cou'd be had againſt them, 
I' muſt obſerve that the caſe of any Govern- 
ment is fo much the contrary to this, that 
wherever there comes to be a ſettled Form of 
Government, own'd by the Eſtates of a Nation, 
or peaceably ſubmitted to by the People, and 
acknowledged and treated with 22 
Powers, and where Order and the face of Ju- 
ſtice is kept up, there all 8 
an 
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and Obligations of Government follow, the 
Laws muſt not be broken out of wantonneſt, 
Taxes muſt be paid, the deciſions of Juſtice 
muſt be ſubmitted to, and Oaths tender'd by 
ſuch a Government as much require Truth and 
Sincerity in them who take them, as under any 
the moſt undoubtedly lawful Government. And 
there is one plain reaſon for this, that the com- 
mon Peace and'Security of Mankind require it 
ſhou'd be ſo. Since neither could any Govern- 
ment know when they were ſafe, nor any pri- 
vate Man know on what bottom his Property 
ftood, if a Perſon's private Scruples about the 
Title of his Governours cou'd invalidate any 
Act of their Authority over him. 

But 5. Before leave this Head, I ſhall ſtate 
truly what has been eſteem'd by Moraliſts a 
forc'd Oath; and that is ſuch an Oath as a Man 
takes to a Robber or Cut Throat, that has met 
him in a place where he can have no help; and 
threatens immediately to take away his Life, 
or cut off a Limb, or to do ſome ſuch dreadful 
thing, if he does not ſwear, for inſtance, to pay 
ſo much Money at ſuch a place or thelike. And 
even about the Obligation of ſuch} an Oath the 
Moraliſts are divided; the more rigid determi- 
ning that where it is not to the direct damage 
of the Publick, it ought to be kept out of Re- 
verence to that God by whom the Party ſwore, 
tho the Villain who exacted the Oath can have 
mance. But the more ea- 


no right to the perfor 

ſy Caſuiſts, who decide that there is no occaſi- 

on to keep ſuch 2 lay great — 
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the ſuddenneſs and violence of the Terrour the 
Party lay under, in order to leſſen the Affront 
that wou'd otherwiſe be offer'd to God by not 
keeping an Oath, and conſider, that tis beyond 
the Courage and Conſtancy of molt Men to 
bear up under ſuch a ſhock againſt promi- 
ſing or ſwearing any thing to eſcape the Evils 
threaten'd.. | 

But what is this to an AQ that is done 
calmly and deliberately, and where neither 
Life nor Limb are indanger'd? At this rate 
the Primitive Chriſtians were very. much to 
blame for dying rather than renounce their 
Religion, when, according to what theſe Men. 
advance, ſuch Renunciation,in whatever Terms 
it had been conceiv'd, muſt of it ſelf have been 
invalid, and the whole Sin of it had light on 

thoſe who requir'd it, not thoſe that took it. 
Another Pretence advanc'd by ſome weak 
People is, that they do keep the Oaths in the 
Senſe they put upon them when they took them. 
But on the contrary every Oath is to be 
taken in theSenſe he is known to put upon it for 
whoſe ſake it is taken; ſince it cou d be no Secu- 
rity to him, which is what it is deſign'd to be, if 
it were to be taken in a Senſe different from 
re he is known to have deſign'd to expreſs 

it. | | 

"A An Oath in its nature excludes all Equi- 
vocation and- reſery'd Meanings ; much more 
do the Oaths we are now ſpeaking of, which 

moſt expreſly and emphatically provide againſt 
all poſſible Subterfuges of that nature. 5 | 
8” ut 


Aires at Kingſton in Surrey. 2H 
But 3. Let any Man of common Modeſty 
but read the Oaths to the Government, and 
ſee whether without giving contrary Significa- 
tions. to what plain Words have in common 
uſe, it is poſſible for any Man to put ſuch a 
Senſe on thoſe Oaths, by which he may be at 
liberty not to bear true Allegiance to King 
GEORGE. 
Another as weak Pretence is advanc'd by 
ſome, and that is, that they indeed took the 
Oaths, but never defign'd: to be bound by them: 
It is a Shame almoſt to mention any thing 
ſo weak, ſince every one knows, that knows 
any thing of Morality, that in the ſeveral Ob- 
ligations and Engagements Men enter in to 
one another, they muſt be bound by the 
Words and outward Stgns they uſe, without 
any regard had to what Thoughts they keep 
conceaFd within their own Breaſts. We know 
nothing of what paſſes in other Men's Minds, 
and can judge of their Intentions only by what 
- outward fignification they give, and therefore 
all thoſe - Obligations. muſt. be valid, which 
Men by their Expreſſions and Geſtures.ſhew-a 
deſign, of laying upon themſelves, or we can 
never know. whether Men have enter'd into 
any Obligation to us or no; which muſt put an 
end to all intercourſe of Promiſes, to all Faith 
and. Confidence amongſt Men. | 
And conſequently whatever contrary Inten-- 
tion any Man may entertain in his Mind, 
whoever takes the Oaths to the Government, 
has laid a Bond upon his Soul to bind it, _ 


o 
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has us'd the cuſtomary and moſt ſolemn Me- 
thod of binding himſelf by Oath. 721 
Another thing propagated among unthink- 
ing  Peopie is this Queſtion ; How can the 
Oaths to the preſent Government be more ob- 
ligatory, than the Oaths formerly taken to 

ing James were at the Revolution? 5 

o which I Anſwer 1. That this Queſtion 

comes but ill from them who- believe the Re- 
volution to have been unlawful, which, I 
think, I may juſtly ſuppoſe to be the Caſe of 
all Who at preſent queſtion the Validity of the 
Oaths taken to the Government. 
But 2aly, The direct Anſwer to that Queſti- 
on is obvious and plain, that the Oaths taken 
to King James had a full force to oblige to 
true Allegiance, till he ſet himſelf above all 
Law, and broke the Fundamental Conſtituti- 
on of the Kingdom. And on this Bottom the 
Oaths to the preſent Eſtabliſhment muſt retain 
their obligatory force, till the preſent Powers 
make the ſame inroad upon our Laws and Li- 
berties ; which it is not in the leaſt pretended 
that they have done. | * 

And Laftly, Moſt of thoſe who now 
feſs to have Scruples about the lawfulneſs of 
the preſent Oaths, if they will ſtand by thoſe 
Principles in virtue of which they have taken 
the Oaths the two preceding Rei muſt 
bending l chey aro atually pd by the 
binding till they are actually 'd 
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L ſhould now proceed to the Third General 
Head, to conſider the Scandal and ill Conſe- 
ences of ſuch a Practiſe as breaking the 
ths to the Government, in which I pro- 
Os d to have obſerv'd how injurious it is to 
od thus to break thro the Sacred Obligati- 
ons of an Oath, how it weakens the Govern- 
ment at Home, and encourages. its Enemies 
Abroad; the great Scandal it brings on the 
Church of England by having Men of ſuch 
Principles pretend to be its molt zealous Mem- 
bers; the terrible Conſequence of Men's ta- 
king on them thus to abſolve themſelves from 
the Oaths they have taken; the uneaſineſs of 
Mind it muſt bring on. ſuch, when Party 
Rage abates, and they come to reflect coolly 
on their Actions; and the natural tendency it 
has in the final iſſue to bring them either to 
Popery or Atheiſm. | | 
But as I am fenſible-I have already treſ. 
paſt too much on your Patience, I ſhall 
dwell: no longer on this melancholy Sub- 
ject; and ſhall detain you with no- farther - 
Application of what has been faid, . than. to 
beg of all who have any Scruples about 
the Lawfulneſs of the Oaths they have taken 
Ae of the inipenlable Obligations V. 
ſideration of the indiſſ e Obligations y- 
ing on every Subject to Obedience, the great 
Damage done to the Nation, and to every 
particular Perſon in it, by a Seditious and 
Rebellious Carriage, together with the other 
ill Conſequences ot their preſent undutiful Be. 


haviour, | 
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aviour, . that they wow'd, I fay, wi | 
Paſſion and Prejudice examine, Whether their 
Doubts have a ſolid and juſtifiable Foundati- 
on; and that at leaſt, till they are able to fa- 
tisfy their Conſciences in this Point, they 
wou'd not act as tho? their being releaſed from 
the Obligations of their Oaths to the Govern- 
ment, was likewiſe a diſcharge from all the 
Obligations of Morality and common Huma- 
nity; by that Rage and Malice too many 
of them expreſs, and by thoſe wicked and 
abominable Calumaies they invent, or publiſh 
againſt their Governours: And to exhort all 
who are well affected to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, that they wou'd confirm their gooe 
Affection by remembring tbe Oath of God by 
which they have bound their Souls, and that 
by their and Co in their ſeveral 
Stations they wou'd counterballance the Num- 
her and Malice of the Diſaffected, curbing 
their Inſolence, and ſtrengthning the 
of our Governours, that they may be able to 
2 all their Evil Deſigns, that ſo un- 
der their Protection we way lead quiet and peart- 
able lives in all godlineſs and honeſty ; and that 
the Bleſſings we enjoy beyond other Nations 
both in our Religious and Civil Concerns, un- 
the auſpicious Government of His Majeſty. 
King GEORGE, may be delivered down © 
fe and inviolable to e 


